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LONDON, Feh, 19 - For the last

‘the Soviet Union. Its purpose is to tell
the truth about political trials and the
-other ways in which . dissenters are

“persecuted in. thn USSR

The authors’ an, xmtmally unknovn,
x'},he Chtomck cuculatc* only in type-

written - copw; Nevertheless, when '

,'chcckcd Loamst othér sources of infor-

‘mation 1t has proved astomshmvly‘

,accurate "It even corrects its ewn
minor ‘mistakés, as in the spelling of
names, in subsequ: nt issues,

-~ Amnesty International, the London-
based organization that worries about
political prisoners all over the world,
fies now started to print the Chronicle
in" English transTation on a ‘regular
periodical basis. It ought to be read
not only by those with a professional
interest but by anyone who wants to
understand the nature of life in a
t{otahtanan socxety -

f. What makes the ‘Chronicle so im-
'prcsswe is its utter lack of melodrama.
In the most ' matter-of-fact way it

- relates events that must horrify any

reader of normal sensitivity. Its power
‘i% the power of shmple-truth,

' Anatoly Marcherko, the Soviet
author now in a labor camp, suffers

Trom the -effects of meningitis con-

tracted during past imprisonment, The
Chronicle repmts “In spite of the
meédical certificates” attached to Mar-
chenko’s” case about the grave staté
of his health, and his assignment to
light work . he was mada to live
in a tent,” with the terperature out-
side 45 to 50 degrees below freezing
centigrade, “and detailed to work on

the unloadmc of firewood for trains.”

Y. M Su»lensxy, 42 years old, a
tsachex in the Moldavian town of

Eendery, wrote open lettérs to the
Communist party Central Committee
protesting the Sovlet-led invasion of
Czechbslovakia, He was arrested, and
police searching his home found home-

made tapes of B.B.C. broadcasts and_
- -a diary giving his ideas on freedom.

Tn a trial before the Moldavian Su-

- preme Court the prosecutor demanded

& prison sentence of three years. The
court gave bim seven.

¢ Many of the brief items’ concem'

matters .less dramatic’ than prison

« camps and trials but hardly less dis-

turbing in their vindictiveness.

- *Daniel Davydovich  Baril, chiel
engincer of the construction bureau
Jor méchanical engingering in the ship-
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‘three  years - &' journal - called A . '
‘Chronicle of 'Cm'i*en't Events . has
‘appeared about every:two months in.

dismissed on grounds of redundancy.
The reason for his dismissal was a°
verbal communication from the Depart-
ment of Visas and Registrations to the
effect that his son, Viadimir Baril, had

been given pmmsslon to emxﬂrate to .
Israel’ . - S

M. ,.Y. Makérenko drgénized‘ ’a‘

litevavy ¢lub and picture gallery in o
town near Novosibirsk, After, exhibi-
tions of modern artists at the gailf\ry,
Makarenko was dlsmxased as xts
managsat, -

"“Makarenko's wbsequmt fate " the

Chronicle says, “was determined by
. his persistent efforts to organize a

Marc Chagall exhibition. Chagall had
agreed to come to the US.SR. and |
to provide ¢anvases for 1L.” Makalenko
was arrested, {ried and 1mpnsoncd for
eight years on charges m anti-Soviet’
agitation, engaglng 1 & forbidden
means of livelihood: and acccptmg 2

© bribe. .

’lhere was the ‘case’ of t‘w woman
arrested when a cleaner and mechanic
making repairs to her room in a a hostel
found “typewritten "“material which
appeared to members of the repair’
squad to be criminal,” Another woman,
an engineer, left a. suilcase at the

“Leningrad railway station in Moscow.’
It was opened by € sccret policeman,
who confiscated articles she had writ-
ten on assignment from Izvestm and
another Commumst paper, oL

Chronicle - number 16 .
published by’ Amncsty, ends ‘with'an
obituary of ‘Prof. J. G. Oksman, histo-

rian and litterateur, “who served a 7

10-year sentence of prison_and exile
but survived. In 1963, on suspicion of
communicating with th' West zbout
banned Soviet writers, he was e,\pelled
from the writers’ union, : P
. “Since then,” the Chrenicle says,
“his 'publications - have either not
appeared or have’ appeared under
vpseudonyms. His name is removed
from finished tworks, and the Cenmr-'
‘ship crosses out all mention of him. .
. “It .proved, impossible fo place a
notlce about J. G. Oksman's uem m
the Moscow press.” :

We ip the West, a8 we read such
things, realize how much Jiberty and
deccncy we enjoy. We should have'.
another reaction as well. That is to
care about .every encroachment  on

- privacy end freedom of thought by the

feightened superpatriats i our own
socicties; thOo"‘ whom - Brandeis _de-
scribed as “men of zeal, well-meaning
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